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REGIONAL SPORTING INITIATIVES 

40. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
The Minister for Sport and Recreation recently launched the Mid West Academy of Sport in Geraldton. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Can he advise the house how this and other regional sporting initiatives of the Liberal–
National government will benefit talented athletes and their families in regional Western Australia? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question and thank him for his involvement and great support to get the 
academy to this stage. I also thank the member for Moore who has played a key role in that region. 

Member for Albany; no. Member for Albany! 

The SPEAKER: Excuse me, minister, answer the question. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: He did interject. Albany is in the planning and I will go through that in a moment. It was 
fantastic to be in Geraldton for the launch of the Mid West Academy of Sport. These academies provide great 
programs. Their main aim is to allow local young and talented male and female athletes to further develop their 
skills in their own region without having to leave home at an early stage and come to Perth. It has proved very 
successful, particularly in the south west. They also provide a great opportunity for the development of coaches 
and officials and referees. Coaching in particular is important to the advancement and development of sport in 
these regions. 

Another important point that we sometimes forget is that although it is great that these academies produce 
outstanding athletes at the top level, some of the athletes who go through these programs do not make it to the 
top level but often go back to country centres and lift the standard of sport in those regions. It is an important 
program and sees an investment of $550 000 over three years. That is part of a broader commitment of 
$3.6 million for the statewide regional talent development pathway funded through royalties for regions. 
Geraldton and the midwest have a very rich sporting culture. It is important that the Liberal–National 
government continue to invest in that. 
Mr P.B. Watson: Name one. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: Does the member for Albany not support this? 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Albany to order for the first time. Minister, direct your answer through 
the chair, please. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will do my best, Mr Speaker. 
Congratulations to the 17 initial athlete scholarship holders, six coaches and the inaugural official who 
collectively represent the nine different sports involved. It was great to see those 17 young kids. They looked 
very smart and I am sure these kids will benefit from the academy. 

It is also worth noting that in support of these academies and the regional talent development strategy, the first 
round of travel assistance program and community sports assistance grants have received strong responses and 
support across country WA. It all links in. These programs, which are funded by royalties for regions, once again 
show the government’s commitment to sport across regional WA. Briefly, members may recall that grants of up 
to $1 000 are available for athletes aged 13 to 21 who have been selected for regional, state or national 
competitions. These grants help athletes with travel costs, training and competition. It makes a huge difference to 
the parents of those children. 

With the success of the KidSport program we are seeing a lot more youngsters in sporting clubs. A lot of 
youngsters from low socioeconomic areas do not have the money to buy equipment, so the one-off $500 grant 
for equipment has also been very well received. Already 242 clubs across regional WA have applied for those 
grants. 

I was going to mention Albany, because Albany and the goldfields are in the planning stage. The south west was 
the first region to achieve it. Geraldton and the midwest have been in the planning for some five years. They 
were always going to be the next cab off the rank. Albany and the goldfields are next. I would love to have more 
around Western Australia, but they have to be planned and funded properly. I look forward to the support of the 
member for Albany to get that one up and running. 
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